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World Class Musical Event in Los Angeles, California

The Romanian community in southern
California was very fortunate this spring to be
part of many wonderful cultural events.

Saturday March 17th world renowned
Romanian soprano Angela Gheorghiu
delighted the audience at the Chandler Pavilion
in Los Angeles.

The outstanding recital included areas from
“Faust” by Gounod, “Le Cid” and “Manon”
by Massenet, the famous Habanera from
“Carmen” by Bizet and other well known arias
by Puccini and Verdi.

The many Romanians present in the
audience, some of whom traveled from as far
as Washington State for this event, were
delighted when soprano Angela Gheorghiu
performed “Musica” by lon Grigoriu in her
native language. After no less than 5 encore’s
Angela Gheorghiu finally left the stage under
the continuous intense applause of an ecstatic

audience.

The President of the Union and League of Letters” and a “Chevalier de 1’Ordre des Arts et
Romanian Societies, Daniela Istrate, was very
fortunate to enjoy this memorable event and by her native Romania.

took the opportunity after the concert to
congratulate in person Angela Gheorghiu for her
great performance and praise her divine voice and
talent.

Angela Gheorghiu was born in Adjud,
Romania and graduated from Bucharest Music
Academy. She studied with the wonderful teacher
Mia Barbu. Her international debut was in 1992
at the Covent Garden with “La Boheme”. Her
magnificent voice and stage presence has
established her as a unique international opera
star.

Soprano Angela Gheorghiu has been in
constant demand in opera houses and concert halls
around the world: London, New York, Vienna,
Paris, Berlin, Salzburg, Rome, Venice, Monte
Carlo, Tokyo, Los Angeles, Chicago, Amsterdam,
Zurich, Madrid, Montreal to name just a few.

Angela Gheorghiu was honored with “La
Medaille Vermeille de la Ville de Paris” and she
was appointed an “Officer de 1’Ordre des Art et

Letters” by the French Ministry of Culture and

INVIEREA
De Mihail Eminescu

Prin ziduri innegrite, prin izul
umezelii,

Al mortii rece spirit se strecura-n
tacere;

Un singur glas ingdna cuvintele de
miere,

Inchise in tratajul stravechii
evanghelii.

C-un muc in mdini mosneagul cu
barba ca zapada,

Din carti cu file unse norodul il invata
Ca moartea e in lupta cu vecinica
viata,

Ca de trei zile-nvinge, cumplit
muncindu-si prada.

O muzica adinca si plina de blindete
Patrunde tinguioasa puternicile bolti;
» Pieirea, Doamne Sfinte, cazu in orice
colt,

Invenindnd pre insusi izvorul de viete.

Nimica inainte-ti e omul ca un fulg,
S-acest nimic iti cere o raza
mdngdioasa,

In pdlcuri sunatoare de plinsete
duioasa

A noastre rugi, Parinte, organelor se
smulg”.

Apoi din nou tacere, cutremur si sfiala
Si negrul intuneric se sperie de
soapte...

Douasprezece pasuri rasuna... miez de
noapte...

Deodata-n negre ziduri lumina da
navala.

Un clocot lung de glasuri vui de
bucurie...

Colo-n altar se uita si preoti si popor,
Cum din mormdnt rasare Christos
invingator

lar inimile toate s-unesc in armonie:

., Cantari si laude naltam,

Noi, Tie Unuia,

Primindu-L cu psalme si ramuri
Plecati-va neamuri,

Cantand Aleluia!

Christos a inviat din morti,

Cu cetele sfinte,

Cu moartea pre moarte calcind-o,
Lumina ducdnd-o

Celor din morminte!”
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Romania’s tourism potential “no 4” worldwide

The World Travel and Tourism Council has published its
Top Ten of countries with the highest pace of growth in tourism
development. For the third consecutive year, Montenegro tops
the list, while Romania comes fourth with a tourism
development potential of 8% in 2007-2016.

Worldwide tourism activities develop very fast, but it’s
most interesting how small countries such as Croatia ,
Romania or Albania use tourism to develop economically,
WTTC representative Jean-Claude Baumgarten says.

Travel and tourism spending exceeded 6,000 billion US
dollars last year, up 5.5% compared to 2005.

In Romania , economic activities related to tourism will
top 7 billion US dollar in 2006, the study says.

WTTC TOP TEN

1) Montenegro 10.2; 2)China 8.7; 3) India 8.0; 4) Romania
7.9;5) Croatia 7.6; 6) Vietnam 7.5; 7) Latvia 7.3; 8) Maldives
7.2; 9) Albania 7.0; 10) Cambogia 7.0.

US shield leaves Romania unprotected

The US anti-missile shield isn’t going to protect all the
NATO states. The Alliance’s southeastern wing - Romania,
Bulgaria, Greece and Turkey - is going to be left uncovered.
The NATO general secretary Jaap de Hoop Scheffer
announced it yesterday.

According to the NATO official, any anti-missile shield
meant to protect Europe against ballistic missiles should
protect all the states in the Alliance. The elements of the shield
the US want to place in the Czech Republic and Poland in
order to protect the US against an Iranian ballistic missile
offensive will cover three quarters of the NATO states’
territories, Alliance sources claim.

It was also yesterday that the Russian government
announced that Romania and Bulgaria were no longer of the
list of states Moscow would grant with economic facilities.

Un roméan din zece a lucrat in striinatate dupa 1989.

fnca inainte de aderarea Romaniei la UE, 10 la suti din
concetateni au luat contact cu felul in care se munceste in
spatiul european, aratd un studiu de specialitate.

Ministerul Roman de Externe estimeaza ca peste 1.300.000
de romani muncesc si locuiesc legal in tarile UE. Unele studii
de specialitate indica faptul ca cifra reala se situeaza undeva
intre 2,5 si trei milioane de concetateni. Chiar daca nimeni nu
poate indica precis cati romani au plecat dupa 1990 in
strainatate pentru a munci, un lucru incepe sa se clarifice acum,
dupa aderare: Romania se va confrunta din ce in ce mai mult
cu lipsa fortei de lucru calificate.

Acest lucru reiese din studiul ,,Politici si institutii in
migratia internationald pentru munca din Romania. 1990-
2006", realizat de Fundatia Soros. Peste o treime din familiile
de romani au avut sau inca au cel putin unul din membri plecat
la munca in strainatate. Majoritatea barbatilor au optat pentru
slujbe 1n constructii, iar cea a femeilor, pentru joburi de
menajere, potrivit sociologului Monica Serban, realizatoarea
studiului.

De asemenea, 12% din totalul romanilor cu varste intre
18 si 59 de ani au lucrat in strdinatate dupa 1989. Fenomenul
migratiei s-a accentuat dupa anul 2002, atunci cand a fost
liberalizatd circulatia romanilor in spatiul Schengen. in
prezent, fenomenul plecarii temporare la lucru in strainatate
este de aproximativ trei ori mai intens decat in 2002.

Prezentd la lansarea raportului, reprezentanta
Departamentului pentru Munca in Striinatate (DMS) din
Ministerul Muncii, Daniela Stan, a precizat ca, de la aparitie
si pana la sfarsitul anului 2006, Oficiul pentru Migratia Fortei
de Munca a intermediat plecarea a aproximativ 195.000 de

MY WORDS
by Petra Vlah

I feel words

the same impetuous way
most people feel

hunger or cold
headache or joy

my words

often just whisper to me
the same affectionate way
a mother

the son not yet born
although so much alive

my words

in search of true identity
but never
never disappoint my wish

to be
despite whatever pressure
me

will caress with loving thoughts

at times may play their tricks

to stay forever whole and self

SUPREMA IUBIRE “Eé ;

copilului meu
de Petra Vlah

te-am invatat sa zbori

si ti-am tesut

aripa de vint

si nu ti-am prigonit zare
desi simteam

cum ma trage pamantul
desi

inca ma doare

radacina privirilor tale
desprinse de umbra mea
care-si alearga pasii
mereu mai departe

de acum

tu esti parte

din infinita rotire
al meu n-ai fost
aproape niciodata
te-am zamislit plutirii
de dincolo de ceata
am inghitit suspin
si fara jale

eu m-am chircit

la loc

deasupra mea

in ieslea goala

romani la muncd 1n stridinatate.
Principalele destinatii au fost Germania
si Spania. Totodata, potrivit datelor de
la Ministerul Afacerilor Externe,
1.300.000 de romani locuiesc legal, in
prezent, in tarile de destinatie. Dar, in
opinia Danielei Stan, numarul real nu
poate fi stabilit cu exactitate pentru ca
monitorizarea celor care pleaca pe cont
propriu este greu de realizat.

Totusi, unele studii de specialitate
indicd faptul ca cifra reald se situeaza
undeva intre 2,5 si 3 milioane de
concetateni.

Plecarea romanilor in strainatate, cu
scopul de a munci, are si parti pozitive,
si negative, potrivit reprezentantei
DMS. Principalul dezavantaj al acestui
fenomen este pierderea capitalului uman
si inregistrarea de deficite de forta de
muncd pe piata autohtond, avantajele
fiind insusirea de cunostinte care pot fi
puse in aplicare la intoarcere si
castigurile cu mult mai mari decat in
tard.

Modern Tire Dealer - Pirelli
begins manufacturing high
performance tires in Romania.

Pirelli Tyre SpA has officially started
manufacturing consumer tires in at its

new facility in Slatina, Romania. The
plant will produce “top-of-the-range”
tires for cars and SUVs.

The new Slatina plant, located close
to the joint venture steel-cord facility
operated by Pirelli and Continental AG,
applies leading-edge, non-robotised
production technologies. The industrial
complex, including the steel-cord facility,
covers an area of 500,000 square meters.
By the end of the year, it will employ
approximately 770 personnel; 450 will be
involved in tire production.

Output in 2006 will be 300,000 tires,
rising to two million in 2007. When fully
operational, the new 179 million euro
facility will have an annual output
capacity of 4.5 million high performance
tires. Exports will exceed 90% of output.

Pirllie says Slatina represents a key
industrial location for the Pirelli Group.
Slatina “will, in time, become one of the
world’s biggest production centres for car
tires.” The Slatina complex is
strategically located for serving markets
in both Western and Eastern Europe,
where Pirelli says the big car makers are
increasingly adding production capacity.

Pirelli has 24 production facilities in
12 countries.
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